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F R O M  T H E  FO U N DAT I O N  B OA R D

Neighbors Like You Keep Here Healthy
Yay, Spring! Every year, I fall in love with this place we call home all over again.

But, if you’re like me, it often feels like the more the landscape turns green, the less green there is 
in your wallet as home improvements, sports fees, and travel expenses consume more budget.

We understand. Giving around this time of the year falls off the radar for most. That’s why we’re 
continually amazed by this community’s generosity, regardless of the season. Just even knowing 
you’re taking a moment to read this newsletter means so much to us.  

In this issue, we welcome new board members, announce fun events, share new initiatives, and 
highlight policy changes impacting your giving.

Thank you so much for staying connected. It’s willing neighbors like you that keep here healthy.

Jen Tregarthen
Jen Tregarthen
Board Chair, Ridgeview Foundation

Help us raise money 
in support of keeping 

here healthy by joining 
us at upcoming events!
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Chaska, MN

Chuck Spevacek
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Kelly Mulleady, Executive Director,  
   Ridgeview Foundation

Welcoming Our Newest Board Members
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G R AT E F U L  PAT I E N T 

A Le Sueur Family Breathes 
Easier After RSV Scare
William is the kind of 2-year-old who keeps his parents, Brittany and Mark, 
laughing and on the move, from chasing dinosaurs to dancing to his favorite 
movie soundtracks. In January, a simple cough degraded into RSV bronchiolitis 
on top of his asthma, leaving him lethargic, working hard to breathe, and barely 
eating or drinking. After a distressing reading of his blood oxygen levels at home, 
William’s parents sought emergency treatment. 

They quickly chose Ridgeview Waconia because it has a 
dedicated pediatric unit. Upon their arrival in the ER, the care 

team moved quickly, providing supplemental oxygen, 
administering IV fluids for dehydration, and ordering 
labs. Dr. Selina Sturman explained William’s bronchiolitis 
diagnosis and outlined the treatment plan. From there, 

pediatric medical director Dr. Kelly Lemieux and the 
inpatient team cared for William with ongoing oxygen, 

nebulizer treatments, and close monitoring until he could 
maintain safe oxygen levels on his own.

Soon, William turned the corner, started eating again, and, in three days, was 
back home, dancing to the “Bad Guys” soundtrack like his old self. Brittany and 
Mark say they are deeply thankful that Ridgeview offers expert, kid-focused 
emergency and inpatient care close to home for families across our region.

William, Ridgeview patient,  
and his parents.

Watch William’s Ridgeview story and 
consider giving to our Pediatric program.

Here just got healthier.
R I D G E V I E W  A D D S  FO U R  P R I M A RY  CA R E 
P R OV I D E R S  TO  C H A S K A  C L I N I C S.

Ridgeview is expanding primary care at Two Twelve Medical 
Center with four former Allina Health physicians joining its growing 
care team: Kerrie Allen, MD; Tiffany Habben, DO; Jennifer Lewis, 
MD; and Samantha Bendzick, PA-C. At a time when many health 
systems are reducing services, Ridgeview is expanding access, 
continuity, and trusted relationships close to home—once again 
demonstrating the power of community-supported health care. 

The newly expanded team of primary care providers at Ridgeview 
Clinics in Chaska includes, (front row, from left) Tiffany Habben, 
DO; Jennifer Lewis, MD; Kerrie Allen, MD. (Back row, from left): Rida 
Shaikh, DO; Samantha Bendzick, PA-C; Stephen Ready, MD; Whitney 
Sarnstrom, MSN, CNP, FNP-C. Inset: Alex Bloomquist, PA-C.

William in the hospita
l
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CAU S E  FO R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Four-year Campaign Comes to a Close
YOUR DONATIONS STRENGTHENED CARE ACROSS RIDGEVIEW

From education and training to technology and innovative, you have made an impact, and we are grateful.

Clinical Education
Your support helped us:

•	 Enroll 50 new nurses in the Ridgeview Nurse 
Residency Program to ease the transition from 
classroom to bedside.

•	 Add two advanced simulators for training in CPR, 
electrotherapy, ultrasounds, and critical procedures.

Advanced Monitoring (Telemetry)
Your donations made it possible to:

•	 Add 24 beds with advanced monitoring so patients no 
longer need to be transferred nearly 30 miles away.

•	 Provide advanced training for 160 nurses to care for 
more complex, high‑acuity patients.

Mental Health
With more than 3,000 adults in Carver County needing 
support, your gifts helped us:

•	 Build a comprehensive, multi‑faceted mental health 
program that improves access to care close to home.

Critical Access Hospitals
Your generosity strengthened our rural campuses:

•	 Ridgeview Le Sueur: New ultrasound equipment, 
LUCAS devices, ECG technology, rehab space refresh, 
and EMR upgrades.

•	 Ridgeview Arlington: New ultrasound, cafeteria 
re-opening, telehealth enhancements, advanced ED 
stretchers, and improved security.

Women & Children’s Services
As our community grows, your donations helped us:

•	 Update birthing center and NICU equipment.

•	 Continue staff training, including pediatric protocols.

•	 Revitalize our limited‑stay unit for local pediatric 
care.

•	 Add pediatric‑specific tools like stethoscopes and 
nebulizers.

Surgery
Your support enabled us to:

•	 Replace and modernize surgical 
equipment.

•	 Upgrade ENT navigation and complex 
spine surgery technology.

Cardiology
Your donations helped us:

•	 Acquire advanced cardiac imaging for 
faster, more accurate diagnoses.

Spine Care
Your support allowed us to:

•	 Add navigation and robotic systems for 
minimally invasive spine treatments.

Pharmacy
Your generosity helped us:

•	 Update our automated medication 
dispensing systems to improve safety 
and access.

7,000+ 
PEOPLE DONATED

$9.4M+ 
RAISED

Thank you for your generosity!  
You make a difference to our 
patients, families and staff. Hear 
what some of our own say about 
working and giving to Ridgeview.
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YOUR SUPPORT HELPS SAVE LIVES

Before a patient reaches the hospital, Ridgeview Ambulance Services 
delivers critical care that can mean the difference between life and death. 
With your support, the program can make vital updates to continue delivering 
life-saving care.

For nearly 50 years, Ridgeview’s paramedics and EMTs have been the first to 
respond when our community needs help most, covering a 950-square-mile 
service area spanning eight counties. Your generosity helps ensure they have 
the training, technology and equipment needed to save lives.

“The ambulance team is there for 

patients in their most urgent moments. 

Your support allows us to bring newer, 

more advanced tools to the field— 

and ultimately save more lives.”  

- Mark Anderson, Ambulance Director

From One Ambulance to a Life-Saving Network

THEN TODAY TOMORROW
•	 1 ambulance

•	 2 paramedics

•	 8 EMTs

•	 350 calls in the first year

•	 21 ambulances

•	 3 advanced life support chase vehicles

•	 2 UTVs

•	 2 bicycles

•	 170 paramedics and EMTs

•	 18,500 emergency calls each year

•	 750,000 miles our ambulances drive each 
year responding to emergencies

Fleet: 

•	 Remount six ambulances

•	 Purchase one new ambulance

•	 Replace chase car

Dispatch: 

•	 New computer aided dispatch upgrade  
for improved deployment and tracking

Equipment: 

•	 Zoll X Series Cardiac Monitors

•	 Ventilators

•	 Lucas 3 for chest compressions

•	 Portable staff radios

•	 Video larnygoscopes

•	 New EMS bags

The need for ambulance services is growing in our community. Your donation will help our 
program advance with these needs, and keep here healthy. Learn how you can make an impact.

N E W  F U N D R A I S I N G  P R I O R I T Y 

Ambulance Services: When an Emergency 
Happens, Seconds Matter
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Every gift, large or small, 

strengthens Ridgeview’s ability to 

invest in caregivers, equipment, and 

services that keep high-quality care 

right here at home.

M A X I M I Z E  YO U R  G I V I N G

The Universal Charitable Deduction
EXPANDING THE IMPACT OF EVERYDAY GIVING

Federal policy changes taking effect in 2026 are making it harder for 
community hospitals like Ridgeview to keep pace financially, even as patient 
needs continue to grow. As reimbursement pressures mount, philanthropy 
becomes an essential margin of safety that helps protect local nonprofit  
health systems. 

Federal tax changes are altering how individuals and businesses approach 
charitable giving. High income households will face limits on the value of their 
deductions, and new “floors” will apply before donations qualify for tax benefits. 

At the same time, a new Universal Charitable Deduction will allow many 
taxpayers who do not itemize to claim a small, above the line deduction for 
charitable contributions.

These shifts will affect how organizations like Ridgeview plan for and rely on 
philanthropy as reimbursement and operating pressures continue to grow.

You can help safeguard Ridgeview’s financial well-being by talking with your 
tax or financial advisor about how these new rules may affect your household, 
then directing your gifts to Ridgeview Foundation in whatever amount and form 
fits your season of life.

Purchase concert tickets today! 
Scan or visit ridgeviewfoundation.org

Rock Out for 
Ridgeview!

Join us for a fundraising concert featuring rock & roll 
tribute band, Xpedition. Enjoy chart-topping classics 

from legends like Journey, Styx, Foreigner and Kansas!

Music • Family-Friendly Activities  
Food Trucks • Fireworks

Sunday, June 28 • 6–10 p.m.
The Winery at Sovereign Estate
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T H A N K  YO U  TO  O U R  2 0 2 6 

Big 3 Corporate Sponsors 

Sponsors as of 4/1/26

Ltd.Ltd.Ltd.

PREMIER SPONSORS

AFFILIATE SPONSORS

STAKEHOLDER SPONSORS

LEADERSHIP SPONSORS
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·                     YS H       ·      A LP H A     
·

H
YD

ER
  IN

VESTMENTS

Speedee Regular (text)

Speedee Regular

Original Logo

Thanks for jumping in with us at Pins for a Purpose, Groovin’ on the Green, and Under the Harvest Moon.  
It’s clear you love this region as much as we do, and together we are making it an even better place to call home.

PRESIDENT SPONSOR

Infant, Child & Adolescent Care

Scan the QR code to be a part of this vibrant community  
or learn more at ridgeviewfoundation.org.
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Waconia, MN 55387
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YO U T H  A M B A S S A D O R  P R O G R A M

Launch your teen’s 
community leadership 
journey. 
Is your high schooler ready for more? If so, Ridgeview’s 
youth ambassador program offers a fun, meaningful way for 
them to step into community leadership.

They can serve in ways that fit their personality, from 
advocating on social media and raising awareness among 
friends to organizing student-led fundraisers to volunteering 
at Ridgeview Foundation events. They can also help behind 
the scenes with event prep and donor relations.

Along the way, your teen receives leadership training and 
mentorship from Ridgeview Foundation team members, 
earns service-hour recognition, and discovers how their 
time can make a real difference in local health care.

Scan to learn more and apply.


