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F R O M  T H E  B OA R D

Exciting Changes in 2024

Welcome,  
Dustin!

Dustin Benz 
President

iSpace Environments 

Board of Directors
Katie Barnes, Chanhassen

Mike Bauer, Waverly

Dustin Benz, Waconia

Jon Crow, Eden Prairie

Tim Foster, Wayzata

John Hayes, DEI Chair, Chaska

Dr. Bruce Hubbard, Excelsior

Kevin Koemptgen, Finance Chair,  
   Chanhassen

Tiffany Kovaleski, Waconia

Jessica Monarch, Plymouth

Jean Murray, Membership &  
   Nominating Co-Chair, Denver, CO

Allie Newman, Chaska

Tim Samuelson, Membership &  
   Nominating Co-Chair, Minnetrista 

Hans Siefker, Minnetrista

Dr. Michael Smith, Tonka Bay

Chuck Spevacek, Minnetrista

Carla Struble, Chair, Chaska

John “JT” Taylor, Chanhassen

Melissa Timm, Cologne 
Jennifer Tregarthen, Vice Chair, Waconia

Troy Werk, Secretary, Chanhassen

David Windschitl, Founder’s Society  
  Chair, Chanhassen

Nikki Vanecek, Mound

Ruth Vortherms, Le Sueur

Ex-Officio
Michael Phelps, President & CEO, Ridgeview 

Kelly Mulleady, Executive Director, Ridgeview 
Foundation

As a foundation, our work is more important than ever. Every day I read about 
challenges hospitals are facing across the nation. Two hospitals in Wisconsin 
recently announced that they are closing their doors due to financial and 
operational stress. 

But Ridgeview is unique. Ridgeview has remained financially steady, and 
fundraising is a key component of this. 

We are unique for so many more reasons as well. The entire Foundation and I are 
excited about the changes and enhancements rolling out in 2024.

•	 We have enhanced events, including our Golf & Taste Celebration that now 
spans two days. I invite the community to join us on Sunday, June 23, at The 
Winery at Sovereign Estate for a day packed with fun, including a cornhole 
tournament, food and beverages from local establishments, and a concert by 
an ABBA/Elton John tribute band.

•	 We are focused on fundraising for phase 3 of our Cause for the 
Community campaign. All areas of the hospital have key priorities, and we’re 
focused on supporting many of them, such as pediatrics, mental health, 
Women & Children’s services and our hospitals in Le Sueur and Arlington. 

•	 We have new board members, including Dustin Benz, pictured below. 
Dustin is a 16-year resident of Waconia who is not shy about giving back to 
his community. He lives on an old farmstead outside of Waconia with his wife, 
Kiley, and three girls. 

We’re grateful to have such strong support from our community. We remain 
financially unique because of your generosity. Thank you for your unwavering 
support.

2023 Golf & Taste Celebration
Top: Carla Struble, Chair, Foundation Board and guest
Middle: Foundation Board members (from left to right) 

Dr. Bruce Hubbard, Brian Beniek and JT Taylor 
Bottom: The Ridgeview Foundation team



FOUNDATION  FOCUS  Spring  2024   |    3 

R I D G E V I E W ’S  E XC E P T I O N A L  CA R E

Supporting Patients by Providing Comfort  
and Dignity

THE MOUNT FAMILY

Dan and Eileen Mount’s life together wasn’t out of the 
ordinary. They were a hardworking young couple with big 
goals. They came to Minnesota nearly 40 years ago for 
work and settled in the western suburbs 
of Minneapolis. They raised a daughter 
together, welcomed grandchildren and 
loved their life together. 

CHOOSING RIDGEVIEW

Later in life, Eileen began to suffer from 
COPD. One morning, Eileen woke up 
screaming in pain and Dan rushed her to 
the Norman and Ann Hoffman Emergency 
Department at Ridgeview. During this visit, 
the family found out she had sepsis and developed 
pancreatitis, which became untreatable. 

Through telemedicine, Eileen and her family were able to 
quickly and easily talk with specialists. 

“You know, you’re pretty lucky. If you came to my office, you 
would have gotten the exact same treatment. That’s one of 
the best combinations of doctors that I’ve talked to in a very 
long time,” Dan remembered the specialist telling him.  

SAYING GOODBYE

“It was comforting to know that everything was done that 
could be done,” Dan said. When the time came to say 
goodbye, Eileen was surrounded by her loved ones.

Dan asked her, “Are you in pain yet?” She said, “No.” 
When Dan knew she was at the end, he asked, “Are 
you ready to go?” and she said, “Yes.” 

Ten minutes later she was gone. Eileen died on  
July 15, 2023. 

Eileen’s health deteriorated quickly, but the care she 
received was exceptional. “To have that much good 
service and good care is so unusual,” Dan said. “We’d 
never had service and people and care like we had 
at Ridgeview. They understood what our needs and 
wants were, and they followed those. We’re all going to 

die, and she died the way she wanted to, in a place that took 
very good care of her.”

Donate Today
Visit ridgeviewfoundation.org to learn more 
about Eileen’s story, and donate.
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Look How Far We’ve Come!
In 2021, we launched our Cause for the Community campaign. This multi-year campaign touches almost every department 
within Ridgeview and positively impacts  our seven-county service area. Together, we are putting Ridgeview at the forefront of 
modern health care.

IN OUR LARGEST PHASE YET, WE’RE ENHANCING SAFETY AND EXPANDING ACCESS FOR  
ALL PATIENTS. 

Here’s how:

Ridgeview Le Sueur Campus
We are bringing back endoscopy for screenings and 
diagnostics, enhancing cancer preventive screenings and 
adding to our rehab therapy services. Your philanthropy will 
allow us to update these areas of the hospital to make it more 
accessible for additional patients and new technologies. 

Ridgeview Arlington Campus
We’ve done so much together, and now our fundraising 
goals will help upgrade infrastructure, add mammography 
equipment and increase the number of stretchers in the 
Emergency Department.

Women & Children’s Services
Our community is growing, and younger families are 
looking for the very best health care. We’re raising funds for 
continuing  staff education and to replace aging equipment in 
our birthing center and NICU.

Pediatrics
We’re growing our pediatric program through three focus 
areas. The community’s generosity will allow us to train 
and educate staff on our new, newborn hospital rounding 
model. We’ll reinvigorate our limited-stay unit – and will train 
staff – to ensure children with specific diagnoses can stay 
at Ridgeview for care and eliminate the need to transfer 
them outside of their community and away from their family. 
Additional funds are needed to provide pediatric-specific 
technology, like stethoscopes and nebulizers, that will 
enhance the care we provide to our youngest patients.

Surgery
Your philanthropy will support a variety of surgical initiatives,
including replacing aging operating room tables, updating
our existing ear, nose, and throat (ENT) navigation system, 
and advancing our complex spine surgery platform with 
technology.

Clinical education and  
advanced monitoring 
systems (telemetry)

PHASE 1

Mental health 
program 

Expand access for 
ALL patients

PHASE 2 PHASE 3
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T H A N K  YO U  TO  O U R  2 0 24 

Big 3 Corporate Sponsors 

Ltd.Ltd.Ltd.

Sponsors as of 2/27/2024

Be a part of this elite group by becoming a corporate sponsor today. 
Learn more at ridgeviewfoundation.org or scan the code.



6   |    FOUNDATION  FOCUS  Spring  2024  

There’s fun for the entire family at our second annual Pins for a 
Purpose bowling event! This event will sell out quickly, so register 
now and support Pediatric services at Ridgeview.

Family Session  4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
$30 kids (17 and under)  |  $50 adults

Session includes two hours of bowling, shoe rental, food/soft 
drinks and bowling bingo! Upgrade your experience with unlimited 
laser tag and one-hour unlimited arcade.

Adult Session (21+) 7 – 9 p.m.
$60  |  Bowling, shoe rental, food and bowling bingo
$100  |  VIP includes bowling, shoe rental, food and 
bowling bingo PLUS unlimited drinks

”

”

Join me at my favorite event of the 
year, the Golf & Taste Celebration.  

I’m excited to bring my team to  
the Taste Celebration on Sunday, 
June 23, at Sovereign Estate and 
celebrate our team, give back and 
have fun while enjoying activities, 

food and music.  
– Tim Samuelson, Owner, Promotion Select

Ridgeview is personal to Tim 
Samuelson, owner of Promotion 
Select. Over the years,  he 
and his family have utilized a 
variety of health care services 

at Ridgeview, from hospice care to cancer 
treatment and Women & Children’s services. 

“We’ve benefited immensely from having 
exceptional health care in our community,” said 
Tim. “Our family is fortunate we were able to 
receive the care we needed without traveling 
into the metro to get it.”

Tim is the heart and soul behind Promotion 
Select and a proud member of the Ridgeview 
Foundation Board of Directors for the past 
three years. He has also been a member of the 
Corporate Partner program for the past  
15 years.

For Tim, accessible, quality health care close to 
home isn’t just a convenience for his family; it’s 
also a lifeline for his employees. “This is where 
we live. It’s where we work. Our families, our 
employees and our friends and neighbors all 
deserve a place right here to receive the best 
health care from trusted and caring medical 
professionals,” said Tim. “I’m proud to say we 
have all of that right here at Ridgeview.”

Philanthropy:  
A Way of Life

Join us for dueling pianos with Duelly Noted, food, beer and wine 
from local establishments. Space is limited, so purchase your 
tickets today! Proceeds will benefit Rehab services at Ridgeview’s 
Le Sueur Campus.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  |  Music begins at 7 p.m. 
$60 per ticket

PINS FOR A PURPOSE
Bowlero | Eden Prairie

APR

19

TASTES, TUNES & TAPS
Inspired Technologies | Le Sueur

APR

26

Upcoming Events
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You don’t want to miss this! 
Mark your calendars now for our NEW two-day event.

TASTE CELEBRATION 
Sunday, June 23, at Sovereign Estate
A community event! 

See you at the winery for all-day fun! The celebration 
kicks off with a cornhole tournament, followed by food 
and drink, games and activities, and closes with an 
evening ABBA/Elton John tribute concert – part of 
Sovereign Estates Vintage Concert Series. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Monday, June 24, at Island View Golf Club
A sponsorship event!

Register for the morning or afternoon round of golf,  
followed by an on-site shopping extravaganza and 
reception. Apparel and tickets to the Taste Celebration 
are included.

”

”

This is our most popular event, and 
it’s grown substantially year after year. 

The community is invited to our  
Taste Celebration, which will take 

place on Sunday afternoon and 
evening, making it easier for all to 

attend and enjoy food and drinks from 
local vendors, and live entertainment.

– Jessica Monarch, community member  
and Ridgeview Foundation Board Member

Buy tickets now!
Visit ridgeviewfoundation.org  
or scan the QR code. 
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Big or small, there are many ways to get involved with Ridgeview Foundation:

Host a community event
Would your business benefit from a partnership 
with Ridgeview Foundation? We’d love to  
brainstorm ideas that work for you.

In-kind donations
At our events, there are games and activities with 
prizes. These prizes are made possible through 
the generosity of the community. Individuals,  
businesses and more can donate items, and we’ll 
use them throughout the year at our events.

Volunteer at our events
Volunteers have so much fun at our events (and 
this year we have a lot of events to choose from)! 

Attend our events 
Bring your family and friends and join us at our 
events. There’s something for everyone with  
Ridgeview Foundation.

Share your grateful patient story  
Connect with us and share your story!  
Email angela.hoffman@ridgeviewmedical.org. 

Scan to learn more about these 
meaningful ways to get involved. 

R E A DY  TO 

Make a Difference?


