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Grateful Patient: Doug Scholla
“We live in a community of unsung heroes. They do amazing 
things everyday at Ridgeview.” –Doug Scholla 

There I was, lying on a table in the ER, my heart racing, machines 
beeping wildly, and doctors and nurses bustling around me. I looked 
up at the bright light in disbelief that this was actually happening. 
How could a guy who had a routine hip replacement a few years 
ago end up in the ER fighting for his life?

I shopped around when I learned I needed a hip replacement, but 
respected doctors directed me right back to Ridgeview Medical 
Center. They said Ridgeview has some of the best orthopedic 
doctors around. Little did I know at that point how much I would 
come to value the proximity and compassionate care from 
Ridgeview—because that was only the beginning of an unexpected 
health care journey.

My hip replacement was a success; that’s the good news. But two 
years later, I was back again with unimaginable pain in my hips and 
a severe fever, indicating a serious infection. I underwent surgery to 
replace a mysterious infection of some of the hip parts.

The journey didn’t end here though; it was just getting started. 
Several weeks later, I still felt horrible and my family was getting 
worried!

Thank goodness Ridgeview Home Health Services could help. I get 
choked up when I think of my nurse, Michelle [Kuske]. She was an 
angel. She monitored my progress with such care. I was suffering 

from weight loss, low blood pressure, dehydration and other 
complications. One day, I collapsed right into her arms. Soon after,  
I ended up on the table in the ER.

The ER staff battled to control my heart beat and brought in 
Ridgeview Heart Center cardiologist Dr. Sharkey. Thankfully,  
I stabilized and ended up in the Cardiac/Intensive Care Unit.

I went from a fluttering heart to a flurry of tests. No one knew 
what was wrong with me! This was an extreme low point for me. 
My frantic wife, extended family and friends wondered what other 
options were out there.

But I confidently argued that we needed to stick with Ridgeview 
because of the staff’s proven commitment to find answers.  
Dr. White, a Ridgeview hospitalist, helped us turn the corner.

He sought advice from Dr. Schrock of Infectious Diseases 
Minneapolis, who altered treatment and put me on a course that 
gained traction. I felt better the next day. No doubt the teamwork 
was key.

I got through my health crisis thanks to the exceptional care and 
staff at Ridgeview. I don’t know if we’ll ever know for sure what 
caused the infection—possibly an infected tooth. All I know is that  
I made it and wouldn’t have wanted to be anywhere else  
but Ridgeview.

Doug Scholla (center) admits he tears up when he thinks of his experience at Ridgeview, not because of what he faced, but because of the care  
from “unsung  heros” like hospitalist Dr. Kevin White (far right) and nurses Michelle Kuske and Steve Bussler (from left).




